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Travel Insurance May Be
Honeymooners' Saving Grace

Ideally, a honeymoon
offers newlyweds the
chance to kick back, relax
and enjoy the start of their
lives together. But when
something happens to foil
honeymoon plans, couples
could be facing anything
from financial hardships to
a spoiled trip. Travel insur-
ance may help couples pro-
tect their assets while hon-
eymooning.

Travel insurance can
protect couples against lost
funds and other incidentals
on their honeymoon.
Depending on the coverage
purchased, a portion or all
of the money paid for the
trip could be refunded in
the event of a cancellation
or emergency that calls off
the honeymoon.

Purchasing a travel
insurance policy could be
effective in an number of
situations.

* Couples are booking a
honeymoon well in advance
(such as a year or more)
and want to protect them-
selves in the event the
resort, cruise line, etc., folds
before the trip can be tak-
en.

* The honeymoon locale
is frequently affected by

harsh weather conditions,
such as hurricanes, earth-
quakes or typhoons.

* Couples want protec-
tion in case the trip has to
be cancelled due to a med-
ical condition or a family
emergency.

* The honeymoon is
very expensive and the cou-
ple is not comfortable with
losing deposits or money
paid in such high amounts.

* The  honeymoon
involves complex plans of
planes meeting with cruise
ships, or a similar situation
that is tightly scheduled.

* A couple is taking a
cruise. Many cruise lines
have a no-excuses policy
and may not be willing to
offer refunds without a
travel insurance policy in
place.

Couples should realize
that not all travel insur-
ance is the same and they
may already be protected
against some travel inci-
dentals. Many credit card
companies offer cancella-
tion insurance on purchas-
es, which makes buying
another policy unnecessary.

When shopping around
for travel insurance, the
trip itself can dicate the

necessary coverage. Travel
to an international country
may require additional
medical insurance for
domestic policies that do
not offer coverage overseas.
Medical insurance also
may include a portion for
emergency evacuation or
airlift in the event of a seri-
ous accident.
Cancellation/interruption
insurance covers the nonre-
fundable and additional
costs to couples should they
need to return home mid-
trip or cancel the trip alto-
gether.

It's a good idea for cou-
ples to purchase travel
insurance from a third-par-
ty instead of through a
resort, airline or vacation
company itself. That's
because, should the trip be
cancelled because the
resort goes bankrupt or
experiences other financial
hardships, there's no
telling if that resort's insur-
ance policy will be honored.
A safer bet is for honey-
mooners to contact an
insurance company with
which they feel comfortable
and inquire about the dif-
ferent travel insurance
options.

Getting Engaged Is Just the
Beginning ... Now What?

Are you one of the thou-
sands of couples who got
engaged over the holidays?
This is the time for you and
your soon-to-be to get every-
thing you ever wanted --
whether you're starting
from scratch, upgrading,
expanding or replacing.
Turn a whole bunch of mis-
matched mine and yours
into a lifetime of ours.

When it comes to regis-
tering, relax, take your time
and have fun. Most brides
update their registries
online and go into the stores
many times. There aren't
any rules that you must fol-
low. Choose items that are
right for you and your soon-
to-be. Go through the reg-
istry process together and
have fun!

Here are some addition-
al tips to make wedding
planning a breeze:

Plan Ahead: Start a
bridal registry as soon as
you say '"yes." That way
guests will have lots of
options for engagement gifts
and showers. Periodically
update your registry by
adding more products if you
need to, even after the wed-
ding. Be kind to procrastina-
tors.

Do the Math: Experts
advise registering for 2-3
items times the number of
guests you plan to have.

Close friends and family
will rely on your registry for
special events leading up to
the wedding -- such as
engagement parties, bridal
showers, and holidays! Your
guests will appreciate hav-
ing lots of choices when
they shop for you. Be sure to
refresh your list regularly
as gifts get purchased.

Register Now, Because
You Won't Buy it Later: You
may think you will ... but
you won't. Now is the time
to let others get you the
stuff you'd never buy your-
self. Your friends and family
might even get together to
purchase a higher priced

"group gift."

Dream Big: Register for
gifts in a range of prices and
categories. This will give
guests and group givers lots
of options to choose from.

Remember the Rule of

Three: When it comes to set-
ting your table, if you
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choose bold patterns for
your china and flatware,
pick a more simple style of
glassware. Prefer intricate
stemware? Pair it with sim-
pler patterns of china and

flatware. So, it's
bold/bold/simple or
simple/simple/bold.

Visit a Store: It's in
YOUR best interest to visit
a store and schedule an
appointment with an expert
consultant who can help
you with your gift selections
and share great tips like
"The Rule of Three," what
cookware you will need to
prepare your favorite dish,
what knife to use when and
much more. When making
your selections, it's impor-
tant to touch the towels,
heft the flatware, see every-
thing in person!

C'mon Back: Most cou-
ples don't make all their
selections in a single spree.
Plan on making multiple
visits.

Responsibilities of the Groomsmen

Happy couples choose
friends and family mem-
bers to serve as attendants
in their weddings. Brides-
maids and groomsmen each
have different responsibili-
ties in the wedding.

In ancient times,
groomsmen essentially
served as the groom's body-
guards, ensuring that he
made it safely to the altar
and to his future wife.
Today, the groomsmen's
roles are not based on sav-
ing life and limb.

Today's groomsmen
serve as assistants to the
groom and help plan the
bachelor party. They also
usher guests down the aisle
at the ceremony. They also
may have a few other
responsibilities, depending
on what the couple wants of
their assistants.

Before the Wedding

* Help pick out the tuxe-
dos and show up for fittings.

* Help plan and share
the cost of the bachelor par-
ty.

* Attend rehearsals for
the ceremony and appear at
the rehearsal dinner.

* Pay for their own wed-
ding attire or formal wear
rentals.

* Help unload cars with
supplies if the couple is
doing the decorating the
wedding themselves.

* Pay for their travel
expenses and accommoda-
tion during the celebration.

* Return formal wear for
themselves and the groom.

* Provide transportation
for the couple to the airport
or honeymoon destination if
the best man is unavailable.

During the Ceremony

* Greet and seat guests
at the ceremony in the
appropriate rows or pews.

* Stand near the groom
during the ceremony.

* Serve as escorts for the
bridesmaids at the ceremo-
ny.

* Cater to anyone's
needs and mingle with the
guests afterward.

Party Time

* Ensure that the groom
does not get too intoxicated.

* Sit at the table of hon-
or beside the rest of the
bridal party.

*  Mingle
guests.

* Participate in all pho-
tos if asked.

* Dance with their
bridesmaid counterpart.

* Help load the wedding
gifts into the car afterward.
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Technology May Transform
the Future of Weddings

Imagine sending out per-
sonalized, colorful e-vites
inviting guests to a wedding
ceremony and reception? Or
plugging in an Mp3 player
with a pre-set wedding
music playlist to get people
dancing? How about record-
ing the festivities on hand-
held video cameras and
uploading data instantly to
a social networking site?
Some or all of these techno-
logical conveniences are
already growing in popular-
ity, revolutionizing the way
couples plan and carry
through with wedding plans
along the way.

Many couples are choos-
ing to eschew the formali-
ties and traditions associat-
ed with weddings for the
convenience that many digi-
tal or technological
advancements can provide.
Electronic wedding invita-
tions are just one of the
many aspects of the wed-
ding that have begun to
embrace the digital age.

There are several advan-
tages to enlisting the help of
technology to execute a wed-
ding. First and foremost is
the cost factor. The number
of items that couples can do
themselves will greatly cut
down on the expenses of hir-
ing professional vendors.
Budget-conscious couples
may seriously want to con-
sider sending e-vites, which
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WWW.COOKFORESTCOUNTRYINN.COM
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* Bachelor/Bachelorette Parties * Birthdays ¢ New York/ Alantic City
* Sporting Events ® Transfer to and from all major airports

Luxury Stretch Limousines Chauffeured by Uniformed Drivers
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Susan L. Trout and Keti Downing-Caril
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814-758-1511

814-758-5795

Fax 814-560-3004
Deckthehalls4u@yahoo.com

can save several hundreds
of dollars on printing costs
and postage.

Another advantage is
that technology might be
more environmentally
responsible. Eliminating
wedding stationery or hir-
ing individuals who have to
travel to and from the cere-
mony and reception, as is
the case with a band or pho-
tographer, reduces carbon
emissions and further ener-

gy

Technology can also help
keep things organized.
Instead of keeping receipts
and papers inside of a folder,
saving items in e-mail and
conversing with vendors
electronically creates a digi-
tal paper trail that can
make loose ends a little eas-
ier to manage.

Although there are some
detractors who frown on
employing technology when
planning a wedding because
of the improper etiquette

implications, many modern
couples are embracing the
convenience and cost sav-
ings these technologies pro-
vide.
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3 Day Wedding Package
Includes:
* 4 Bedroom B&B * 60 Acres
* Private Cottage * Park Accommodates 350+
* All Private Baths/AC f * Pavilion Seating 100+
* Wrap-around Porch ;};\ * Gazebo, Rose Arbor
* Garden Craft Room

Caterers & Rentals Welcome

Clarion County, PA * I-80 °
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Rt. 208, Shippenville, PA 16254
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* Beautiful Scenic Setting
Weddmg ceremonies, receptions etc.

Exit 60 + 814-881-5513
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301 Hickory Street, Warren

57 Rear Main Street, Bradford
201 E. Market Street, Clearfield
3123 W. 12th St. Suite A, Erie
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Burns & Burns

knowing that you and your family will be well taken care of.

e Home ¢ Life * Auto

* Wedding Insurance

Call us now, and let us show you how you can affordably prote& ?our family.
Offices:

800 Center - Main Street, Clarion

1-800-62-BURNS
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For the Future

you can have peace of mind,

others.

113 N. Diamond Street, Mercer

143 S. Market Street, New Wilmington
310 W. Main Street, Smethport

309 Elm Street, Tionesta

Associates, Inc.
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What You Can Expeet:

* AWCA Certiticd Wedding Coordinator
* Classically Trainced Exccutive Chef
* Modern Facility with Breathtaking Views

* Professional Staff
* Facilitics for up to 300 Guests
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COUNTRY CLUB

LTD

10 LARESIDE AVENUE DUBOIS, PA 814.371.7540
www.duboiscountryclub.com
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