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Solstice Facts for Winter Enthusiasts

Thanks in large part to
all the holiday hullabaloo,
it's easy to overlook the offi-
cial arrival of winter.This
year winter begins on
December 21. While you
might know the winter solt-
stice brings cold weather,
the following can teach you
more about the arrival of
the year's coldest season.

What is winter solstice?

Winter solstice is when
the hemisphere is leaning
farthest away from the sun.
That's why daylight is the
shortest this day.

What causes seasons?

They are caused by the
rotation of the earth.
Earth is tilted away from
the sun during the north-
ern hemisphere's winter,
which is why the days are
shorter.

What was the Roman
festival of Saturnalia?

A festival that honored
winter solstice where ser-
vants ate with their mas-
ters. Schools were closed,
prisoners were not executed
and people paraded around
the streets with black faces
or masks.

What tradition came
from the Scandinavians'

winter solstice festival
called Jiuleis?

The burning of the Yule
log. Norse men would burn
the log to repel dark and
cold. The wood was thought
to bring good luck to each
home.

What ancient ruin was
built to honor the solstice?

Newgrange in eastern
Ireland was built to honor
the solstice. It is one acre
and has a 60 foot entrance-
way. It dates back to 3,300
BCE, making it one of the
oldest structures in the
world.

What custom involves
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giving presents?

Romans gave their chil-
dren earthenware (sigillar-
ia), rings and seals to cele-
brate Sigillaria.

When it's winter solstice
in the northern hemi-
sphere,

what is happening in the
southern hemisphere?

They are celebrating the
summer solstice. At that
time, night is at its shortest
and daytime is at its
longest.

What does the word sol-
stice mean?

It comes from two Latin
words -- "sol," which means

sun, and "sistere," which
means to cause to stand
still.

How did the ancient
Greeks observe the winter
solstice?

Their winter solstice

ritual was called Lenaea,
the Festival of the Wild
Women. A man represent-
ing the harvest God
Dionysos was torn to
pieces and eaten by a gang
of women. Then, Dionysos
was reborn as a baby. By
classical times, the human
sacrifice was replaced by
the killing of a goat and
the women became funeral
mourners and watchers of
the birth.

The winter solstice in
1999 was unique. Why?

That year the solstice,
full moon and lunar perigee
happened on the same date.
(Perigee means that the
moon's orbit is closest to
earth). Here, the moon was
full and at its maximum
size. The last time that
something like this hap-

pened was 1866.

When it comes to one
of the most popular holi-
day traditions in the
United States, it seems
Americans can't make up
their minds as whether to
go au naturel or artificial.
According to the National
Christmas Tree
Association (NCTA), 31.3
million real trees were
purchased by Americans
for their Christmas tree
in 2007. That's nearly
double the number of
artificial trees (17.4 mil-
lion) that were purchased
that same year. However,
while the number of real
trees purchased in 2007
increased by more than
10 percent from 2006, the
number of artificial trees
by a much larger percent-
age. The number of artifi-

Au naturel or artificial?

cial trees purchased in
2007 was nearly twice the
amount purchased in
2006 (9.3 million).
Although 2007 might
prove an aberration with
respect to the increased
sales of artificial trees,
NCTA statistics illustrate
that their popularity has
grown steadily over the
years. In 2001, for exam-
ple, the number of artifi-
cial trees sold was 7.3
million, a far cry from the
27.8 million realtrees
sold that same year. And
while both real and artifi-
cial trees have each
grown more popular since
2001, artificial trees, as
evidenced by figures from
2007, appear to be gain-
ing a greater market
share.
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Shop our farm store for alpaca yarn and clothing.

Store hours Friday thru Sunday m:00 5:00 pm.
1404 Millbrook Rd.,, Grove City.
4 miles north of [-8&. 814-786-8105
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CHRIS & RED'S
Dis¢couNT VARIETY

New, Used, Antiques, Gifts, Household, Tools

New Items Just Arrived In Time For
Christmas

& _ Stop By Weekly... Inventory Always Changing!!!

25501 Rt. 66 ¢ Lucinda, PA 16235
Phone: 814-226-6917 Cell: 814-440-0964
Open Wed. - Sun. 10am-5pm

* BOOKCASES * COMPUTER DESKS * CHAIRS * PANTRYS
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UNFINISHED FURNITURE

We Custom Build & Finisk Funitwre
50% OFF INVENTORY BORDERS & WALLCOVERING
(] (] ﬂ E (]
williams decorating center

2 State Street, Oil City, PA » 814-676-6578
*« ENTERTAINMENT CENTER * DRESSER
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STOOLS + BENCHES

Exit 53 (old exit ‘.I':II-BB Hnox, PA
[Open Dally B:00 am, to So00p,

Good Tire e
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Artic Claw®
* Snow Groove Technology
W * Tri-Polymer Blend Tread Compound
* Enhanced Studded Performance
* Carries RMA Severe Snow Symbol
* Variable / Corrugated Siping

* Pinned For Studs

Wild Spirit TXR 1l

* All weather tread compound for
excellent performance in all seasons,
and all surfaces

* Unique shoulder lugs provide extra

incredible ice and snow traction

provides longer treadwear and increased
traction

* Staggered tread elements to provide
improved wear and a quieter ride

aatammdewfecama{m/

* Computer-Optimized Random Pitch Sequence |

grip for outstanding on or off-road traction
* Quter tread blocks are pinned for studs for

* Extra tread depth of up to 20/32 of an inch

Studded tires can be put on Nov. 1st
CALL FOR PRICING AND AVAILABILITY
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Glacier Grip 1l
High Traction Tread Design
The intricate tread pattern
balances winter traction and
a smooth, quiet ride. The
deep lateral and notched
circumferential grooves
provide excellent evacuation
of water and slush from the
tread contact patch.

Firestone
Winterforce

The Winterforce is “siped &
studable” designed for excellent
winter performance. With its
directional, computer-modeled
tread design, delivers confident
snow, wet and ice traction. The
Winterforce provides a quiet and
comfortable ride regardless

of the weather conditions




